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SUBJECT/S:
Writing Workshop
LESSON & UNIT TOPIC: Transition words
TIME FRAME:  45 minutes
NJCCCS AND COMMON CORE INDICATOR(S): 

· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.5 With guidance and support from adults, focus on a topic, respond to questions and suggestions from peers, and add details to strengthen writing as needed.
· CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.1.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a question.
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: I want my students to understand that they can write  using transition words that tells a story in order.

ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): 

What do transition words show us in stories?

How can we use transition words to move our stories along?

LESSON OUTCOMES 

Content Outcome: 
The students will know how to recognize transition words in stories.
Performance Outcome: Students will be able to include 1-2 transition words in their own stories.
CONTENT SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE: 
The content of this lesson will teach students how to write transition words in their own writing. The background knowledge that is needed for teachers is prior knowledge in writing and experience with using transition words in their own writing.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING: 

Students will convey they have achieved the above outcomes by using 1-2 transition words during the time allotted during writing workshop. I will meet with 1-3 students (as will Mrs. Mercadante). We will share with the class after writing time is over, and give examples of how students may have or will be using transition words during their own writing.
CONNECTIONS: Describe how this lesson’s background preparation, content, practice, and follow-up will connect to the following, which are critical to learning success: 

· prior learning- Students will expound upon their prior knowledge of writing.
· content and instruction in other subject areas- Students will draw connections to reading and writing.

TEACHER RESOURCES: 

· “Lion Dancer” (Ernie Wan’s Chinese New Year)
By: Kate Waters and Madeline Slovenz- Low. Photographs by: Martha Cooper
LIST OF STUDENT MATERIALS: 

· Pencil
· Writing paper

· Writing work shop folder

· Clipboard 
LEARNING EXPERIENCE
STEP-BY-STEP PROCEDURE: List in sequence the steps of this lesson, from beginning to end. Lessons should describe, in the sequence below, each of the following six parts of the lesson.   

· Hook –   I will briefly tell students that we will be working on transition words in our stories. I will tell them that transition words are words or phrases that at the beginning of sentences that help to move the story forward or to help sequence formation. We will go over several examples of run on sentences and examples with transition words. I will ask them which version sounds better. I will point out that the  version with transition words should sound better to them, because it was able to move the story along. I will tell them that today in Writing Workshop we will learn new transition words we can put in our own stories.

· Teaching of Content – 

I will introduce the book, “Lion Dancer,” to the students. I will give a brief background of the book and explain to students what Chinese New Year is. I will point out that this is another book we can have help us and add to our “Authors as Mentors” collection. I will read the story to them. The transition words in the story are highlighted. When I come to them, I will read them in a different pitch and emphasize them so that students begin to notice different transition words. 
After we are done reading, I will read several select passages from the story again that are written out on big strips of paper. The transition words are circled and we will go through and discuss them. Next, I will add the “Lion Dancers” information to our chart and we will discuss how we can use this book as a mentor to us in writing. 

After we are done discussing, students will have time to write a story using transition words or continuing to write on a previous story from last writer’s workshop. I will meet with 2-3 students and take anecdotal notes of their writing and our discussion. Afterwards, the class will meet back at the rug and we will briefly talk about who was met with and which students were able to add some transition words in their writing. 

· Checking for Understanding –

We will have discussions on transition words and I will call on students to give me examples of transition words they heard in the story.
· Guided Practice –. 

*Students will be asked to point out the transition words on the authors as mentors chart.
Independent Practice – 
After we are done discussing, students will have time to write a story independently on their own using transition words or continuing to write on a previous story from last writer’s workshop. I will meet with 2-3 students and take anecdotal notes of their writing and our discussion. Afterwards, the class will meet back at the rug and we will briefly talk about who was met with and which students were able to add some transition words in their writing. 

· Closure – At the end of the lesson, I will ask students to be on the look-out for transition words they can use in their writing over the next few days, and we will discuss what students are working on in their writing portfolio. 
