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PART 1: Lesson Overview: 

Title-     The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by CS Lewis

Lewis, CS. (1994). The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe.  New York: HarpersCollins Publishers

Readability Level: 5-6th grade. In order to determine the readability of this text, I first looked up the book on Barnes & Noble’s website. The website states that this book is for ages 12 and up. (This would put the reader in sixth grade). In order to check the readability level according to the Okapi method, and went to the following website: (http://www.lefthandlogic.com/htmdocs/tools/okapi/okapi.php). I entered the first paragraph from Chapter one, and here were the results: (http://lefthandlogic.mmaweb.net/servlet/cbaRdngProbeGenerator_8Nov03)

Readability Analysis 

Title: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 

Author: CS Lewis 

________________________________________

Total Words in Sample: 193 Total Sentences in Sample: 7

Average Number of Words Per Sentence: 27.57

Words Not Matched to Dale Familiar 3000-Word List: 12

Percentage of Words Not Matched to Dale Familiar 3000-Word List: 6.21

Dale-Chall Readability Index: 5.98 Raw Score; 5-6th Grade Level 

________________________________________

ONCE there were four children whose names were Peter, 

Susan, Edmund and Lucy. This story is about something that 

happened to them when they were sent away from London 

during the war because of the air-raids. They were sent to 

the house of an old Professor who lived in the heart of 

the country, ten miles from the nearest railway station 

and two miles from the nearest post office. He had no wife 

and he lived in a very large house with a housekeeper 

called Mrs Macready and three servants. (Their names were 

Ivy, Margaret and Betty, but they do not come into the 

story much.) He himself was a very old man with shaggy 

white hair which grew over most of his face as well as on 

his head, and they liked him almost at once; but on the 

first evening when he came out to meet them at the front 

door he was so odd-looking that Lucy (who was the 

youngest) was a little afraid of him, and Edmund (who was 

the next youngest) wanted to laugh and had to keep on 

pretending he was blowing his nose to hide it. 

With two sources defining this text as at least Grade 6 in readability level, I have determined that it meets my target for grade level within my classroom.

Text Summary:  The story begins during World War II, and centers around four siblings- Peter, Susan, Edmond, and Lucy. These four siblings are sent away from London by their parents, in order to escape the dangers of the war. They go to live with a professor, who has a home out in the country in England. During a game of hide-and-seek, Lucy (the youngest), finds an old wardrobe to hide in while they are exploring the old mansion. What Lucy discovers is no ordinary wardrobe, but a wardrobe that is a door to a mystical world. She meets a faun, by the name of Mr. Tumnus. He befriends Lucy over tea. After tea, Lucy tells Mr. Tumnus that she must go back to her brother and sisters, but Mr. Tumnus starts to cry after telling her she cannot go home. Mr. Tumnus tells Lucy that he is a servant to the evil white witch, and must capture any humans he sees and bring them to her. Lucy begs for him not to take her, and he agrees. Chapter two ends with Mr. Tumnus walking Lucy back to the lamp post, which marks the border between the wardrobe and the magical world of Narnia
Pages Used for this Lesson:   Chapters 1-2 (Pgs 1-9)

Rationale:   There are many reasons I chose this text to use in my classroom. The children in the book had to flee to the country side for safety during World War II. This was a very real event that happened in history, called the London Blitz. Students will be able to make connections from what they read in the text, to actual historical events. The imagery and description used in the chapters is very colorful. I like that the fact that the author presents details in the book that make it easy to visualize, and makes it fun, after all, Narnia is a magical world. I also like that the main characters are both boys and girls, and that the text explores themes of imagination, bravery, team work, and creativity. 

Part 2: Standards and Objectives

Objectives:

· Student will be able to recognize vocabulary words within the text, understand definition, and be able to use vocabulary words in their own sentences
· Students will be able to draw connections to actual historical events to events that occur within the text.
· Students will be able to correctly cite information from the text in order to participate in individual, group, and class assignments and discussions. 
· Students will be able to support their findings utilizing their own inferences based on context clues within the text.
· Students will be able to convey thoughts on the text through collaboration, understanding definitions, and creating charts/tables that they will be able to reference to be used as a guide while reading.
· Students will be able to compare and contrast historical events that happen in the book to the actual event that took place in history.
· Students will be able to analyze words, phrases, and a character’s style and/or tone through demonstration of class discussion, group discussion, and reading theatre.
· Students will be able to demonstrate safe internet practice while working individually and in small groups.
· Students will be able to use prior technology knowledge in order to create a Venn diagram that compares and contrast two forms of media- the book, and the movie version of the text.
· Students will be able to communicate and collaborate with a mass global audience in relation to the book.
· Students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of the text by writing a letter to the author. Students will be able to revise the letter, and demonstrate their knowledge of writing a letter correctly.
Standards:

RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies

RL.6.1. Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences draw

RL.6.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone from the text

RL.6.5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot

RL.6.7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch.

W.6.1
Establish and maintain a formal style.

W.6.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, and information, using strategies such as definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

W.6.3 Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.

Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

WHST.6-8.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and efficiently.

8.1.2.B.1 Illustrate and communicate original ideas and stories using digital tools and media-rich resources.   

Content: Social Studies

6.2 World History/Global Studies All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible world citizens in the 21st century.

6.1.4.D.16  Describe how stereotyping and prejudice can lead to conflict, using examples from the past and present.

RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.

RH.6-8.3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to history/social studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or lowered)

Content: Technology

 (Based on the NETS 2007 Standards)

1. Creativity and Innovation
· a. apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products, or processes.
· b. create original works as a means of personal or group expression.

2. Communication and Collaboration

· a. interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others employing a variety of digital environments and media.

· b. communicate information and ideas effectively to multiple audiences using a variety of media and formats.

· d. contribute to project teams to produce original works or solve problems.

3. Research and Information Influency

· c. evaluate and select information sources and digital tools based on the appropriateness to specific tasks. 

· d. process data and report results

5. Digital Citizenship

· a. advocate and practice safe, legal, and responsible use of information and technology

· b. exhibit a positive attitude toward using technology that supports collaboration, learning, and productivity

· c. demonstrate personal responsibility for lifelong learning

6. Technology Operations and Concepts

· a. understand and use technology systems

· b. select and use applications effectively and productively

Part 3: Learning Experience

Before Reading:


In order to ensure that students are familiar with the book prior to reading, I have developed a mini-anticipatory activity, along with a group activity that consists of two parts.

My anticipatory activity consists of playing a short video clip on the smart board that features stories from people who were children during World War II and had to escape London from the air raids. (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HFXXYv04uCc) In the book, the children are sent by their parents to the country side to live with the Professor during World War II. Afterwards as a class, we will identify England on the classroom map. This activity will allow students to draw a connection from a real event in history to the book, and will give them some background knowledge about how life was like for the children in the book. 

 The first part of the group activity is a fun word search that consists of fifteen vocabulary words found in chapters one and two. While the word search will be done individually, the students will be in groups to help each other out and discuss the words while searching for them. The vocabulary words will broaden the student’s vocabulary, as well as help them to recognize words that they will see frequently throughout the text. 

 The second part of the assignment will be a chart in which the group will decide on six words to choose out of the word bank, and look up the definition of the words on the computer. The group will fill out the chart, and include a sentence that they think of collaboratively that includes the vocabulary word. By the time they see it in the book, they have already seen the word, discussed the word with their classmates, defined the word, and used the word in their own sentences.

Grouping:  
The class consists of twenty students, so I will break the class into five groups of four. Each student within the group will be given a job role. Job roles consist of: Supply Manager (who will print off work sheets from our online class blackboard, staple, and present copies of the assignment to the students in the group), Reader ( will read the instructions out loud, and read vocabulary words out loud so that students can become familiar with the words), Scribe (will write down words chosen by group to research, and the group sentence created to include the vocabulary word), Reporter (who will give the class a verbal report of the group’s findings). The class will be able to fill in the rest of their chart by listening to the other group’s report of definitions and their examples.

Rationale: I will be doing this grouping strategy to give students an opportunity to work collaboratively with their peers, work on their personal skills, and interact with students who are on various reading levels. 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
Chapters 1 & 2 Vocabulary

	E
	V
	I
	G
	R
	O
	F
	E
	G
	B
	X
	M
	L
	W
	I

	D
	U
	D
	J
	Q
	S
	A
	V
	Z
	B
	A
	W
	N
	U
	S

	K
	I
	D
	N
	A
	P
	P
	I
	N
	G
	P
	L
	M
	M
	C

	E
	V
	A
	R
	M
	O
	R
	T
	U
	A
	P
	L
	T
	B
	H

	O
	L
	L
	R
	L
	I
	N
	I
	S
	J
	V
	H
	E
	R
	B

	P
	G
	T
	V
	R
	E
	I
	S
	H
	N
	G
	G
	U
	E
	F

	D
	R
	N
	T
	C
	I
	A
	I
	S
	K
	N
	D
	S
	L
	B

	T
	K
	O
	O
	E
	G
	A
	U
	G
	I
	J
	E
	S
	L
	S

	F
	O
	N
	F
	E
	K
	F
	Q
	D
	V
	E
	L
	E
	A
	Y

	G
	N
	N
	B
	E
	R
	K
	N
	H
	B
	L
	I
	L
	G
	F

	I
	X
	N
	G
	A
	S
	E
	I
	E
	N
	T
	G
	E
	W
	D

	C
	Y
	O
	W
	S
	T
	S
	P
	I
	Q
	S
	H
	R
	F
	K

	L
	W
	D
	D
	E
	Z
	U
	O
	W
	C
	A
	T
	I
	A
	H

	E
	B
	O
	R
	D
	R
	A
	W
	R
	J
	C
	E
	W
	U
	U

	O
	L
	P
	C
	R
	E
	A
	T
	U
	R
	E
	D
	T
	N
	N


	

	AIR-RAID
	ARMOR
	CASTLE

	CREATURE
	DELIGHTED
	DWARF

	FAUN
	FORGIVE
	INNOCENT

	INQUISITIVE
	WARDROBE
	KIDNAPPING

	PASSAGE
	PRETENDING
	PROFESSOR


WORD




DEFINITION



GROUP SENTENCE

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	

	5.
	
	

	6.
	
	

	7.
	
	

	8.
	
	

	9.
	
	

	10.
	
	

	11.
	
	

	12.
	
	

	13.
	
	

	14.
	
	

	15.
	
	


Part 4 Learning Experience:

During Reading:

Anticipatory Set: Prior to reading Chapter 1 out loud to the class, I will have stacks of post-in notes in the middle of the student’s tables before they come into the class. Their daily warm up will be to write a question on the post-it they want to know about someone sitting in their group. Questions can be: “Do you own a cat?” “What is your favorite movie and why?” “What do you like to eat?” The person being asked the question will be required to write their response on the bottom of that same post-it note. 

Afterwards, I will go around the room asking people to read out loud their question, and what the answer was. I will write several examples on the whiteboard, and introduce how we will design character bulletin boards to help us visualize the characters while we are reading. I will explain the post-it notes and character board will help us get to know our characters, just as this mini-activity helped us get to know a little bit more about our classmates.

Page One Nine characters are already introduced on the first page, with four being the main characters of the story. Upon finishing page one, I will hint to the students that many characters were just introduced to us, and we should write them down on a post-it note so we can refer back to them later. I also remind them of a context clue that was given for three of the characters (the professor’s servants) who do not come into the story much, so we will not be using them in our character board.

We will continue reading through the chapter. After each page, I will give an additional 2-3 minutes for students to finish their thoughts on their post-it notes. I will ask how many people have something written down, it will be my goal to see everyone’s hand raised. For those that don’t, it signals to me I may have to check on them later when they are working in groups.

Page Three:  The children mention hearing noises throughout the exploration of the house. I will ask the class what noises they might think they are. I will ask them to “star” their predication on the post-it note, so we can visit it later to see if their prediction was right. The children also describe the scenery and the inhabitants of their new country side home. I will reiterate that the more descriptive words we can put on our post-it notes, the better our character board will be!

Page Six:  Lucy discovers the wardrobe. Here is where I will ask, “Where have we heard the word, wardrobe?” Students should be able to answer me fairly quickly, as we have just completed a pre-reading activity in which we defined what a wardrobe was, and used wardrobe in our own sentences. On page six, I will take over reading the part where Lucy is in the wardrobe.”Then she noticed that there was something crunching under her feet. “I wonder is that more moth-balls?” she thought, stooping down to feel it with her hand.” Students will be asked to turn their book over, and to write on the post-it note what they think the crunching is under her feet. We discover on page seven that she feel branches of trees and the cold of winter around her face, I will ask the students if they got their prediction right. Everyone will write down on the post-it what Lucy finally saw at the back of the wardrobe. It will be our first complete post-it note with “question, prediction, answer.”

After reading Chapter one out loud, students will be broken up into groups to read in their own groups. They will read chapter two in their groups out loud, and will focus on some of the same strategies we used to go through the chapter. After reading Chapter two, the students will compile their individual post-it notes from reading the chapters. 

I will introduce two worksheets to the class.  I will guide them through the first activity together, which is describing Mr. Tumnus. The students will reread a passage from chapter one, and list four trait aspects about him. They can also refer back to their post-it notes for the description they wrote about him. Next, they will illustrate what they think he may look like. 

The next worksheet will be an activity that they work on individually. Students will be asked to paste their post-it notes into their journals, where we will write reflections on within the next few days. The post-it notes that describe any scenery or characters will be pasted on to this worksheet. This will be a great visualization, especially for the struggling readers who may have a harder time thinking in their heads what the character looks like, how they feel, act, or what their role in the text is.

Grouping: I will let the students group themselves into groups of five, four groups total. Because there are some struggling readers in the classroom, I want to be able to walk from group to group to see how they are working together, and to take a look at their post-it notes from chapters one and two. After the students complete their second worksheet, I will have a giant post-it note up at the front of the classroom, and will draw out our character board. I will keep this up at the front of the classroom, for the duration of our unit lesson over the book. As the class is introduced to more characters, we will add to our character board. As we continue reading, we will continue with the post-it note method. 

Rationale: The students will have the opportunity to verbalize their questions and thoughts to myself, paired with a partner, in small group, and with our class as a whole. At the end of our unit, the student will be able to see their post it notes in their journal. Students will be able to understand that having questions about the text is ok, researching their questions is fun, become comfortable expressing their thoughts and ideas with their peers, and we will collaboratively build a character board that students can refer to easily during their reading. 

Meet Mr. Tumnus
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 “He was only a little taller than Lucy herself and he carried over his head an umbrella, white with snow. From the waist upward he was like a man, but his legs were shaped like a goat’s (the hair on them was glossy black) and instead of feet he had goat’s hoofs. He also had a tail, but Lucy did not notice this at first because it was neatly caught up over the arm that held the umbrella so as to keep it from trailing in the snow. He had a red woolen muffler round his neck and his skin was rather reddish too. He had a strange, but pleasant little face, with a short pointed beard and curly hair, and out of the hair there stuck two horns, one on each side of his forehead. One of his hands, as I have said, held the umbrella: in the other arm he carried several brown-paper parcels. What with the parcels and the snow it looked just as if he had been doing his Christmas shopping. He was a Faun.” (The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, Chapter 1, Pg 7-9)

List 4 traits you read about Mr. Tumnus:

1.___________________________________________________________________

2.___________________________________________________________________

3.___________________________________________________________________

4.___________________________________________________________________

Illustrate how CS Lewis imagined Mr. Tumnus. (Be sure to include all of the traits you listed above!)

Character:______________________________

Write the page # & a few sentences where the description of this character can be found:

Paste your Post-it note below:


Illustration of your character:

Part 5 Learning Experience: After Reading


After we are done reading chapters one and two, the class will participate in an activity that will teach them how to draw inferences from the text based on clues and their prior knowledge. I will explain that we make inferences every day, not just necessarily while reading a book inside the classroom. We can draw inferences from watching the evening news, reading a bus schedule, comparing the cost of items, and knowing what to wear outside based on seeing the weather.

I will suggest that readers who become well versed in making inferences while reading, will be able to make their reading experience with the text more personal and memorable, and will be able to apply the information that they read in order to think critically and retain the content of the text. After we have listed several examples of inferences we make every day on the board, I will pair the students with partners. The activity will be called “Just the facts, ma’am”. Students will pick two questions out of a fishbowl that is passed around the room. The pairs will receive a chart that will help them to make inferences and answer the question. There will be two roles within the activity. One will be a detective in Narnia, who will interview the other student. The other person will be the interviewee. Each person will get to play both roles. Examples of questions to be asked: 
· How did the children end up at the professor’s house?

· Why did Lucy go into the wardrobe?

· Why was Lucy in a hurry to get back to her siblings?

· Who did Mr. Tumnus work for?

· Why was Mr. Tumnus crying?

· How old is Lucy, and how do you know?

· How big is the Professor’s house?

· What is unique about time in Narnia?

Grouping:   The class will be divided up in pairs, from their reading book club groups. I will pair a dependent reader with an independent reader. The activity will also feature a mini “theatre” show. Once the chart is filled out with two questions and inferences, they will tell the class what that their questions were, and how they made the inference.

Rationale:


I decided to group the students in pairs. There needs to be emphasis on creating a personal experience with the text, while learning how to infer. This may have led to frustration had this activity been within a larger group setting.  However, I think being paired with a partner for our first inference activity will guide students to learn collaboratively with one another, will instill confidence in my dependent readers by observing and assisting an independent reader, and both students will be able to hear each other’s different thoughts and ideas on the reflection of the chapters.
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Just the Facts, Ma’am! 

Word is quickly spreading throughout Narnia that there are Sons of Adam and Daughters of Eve afoot in the land! With your partner, draw two questions from the fish bowl. One of you will be a detective from Narnia, who asks the question. Then, the interviewee needs to cite the passage from the text for the answer. The detective will draw an inference from the passage in the text. After you are done, switch roles. Be sure to have your information filled out and ready! You and your partner will act out the interview in front of the class.

	Question:
	It Says:
	I say:
	And So:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Part 6: Learning Experience: 

Technology/Extending the Meaning


For our technology-integrated lesson, I will put together a packet that details a project the students will do related to the book. We will briefly go over the do’s and don’ts of internet safety, such as: Only going on to websites that are associated with the technology project, be sure to ask the teacher if they have any questions or encounter any mechanical problems with the computer, NEVER list any personal information online, and when making a public post online, to use the following format for their screen name: first three initials of their last name, and their birth month and day. Example: Her0330

The students will have an opportunity to be paired with a partner, and see our book come to life by watching two, ten minute clips on YouTube. These video are adapted from BBC’s version of the book. The first clip covers chapter one in the book, the second clip will cover chapter two. After viewing the clips listening via headphones, the students will be encouraged to briefly discuss the similarities and differences of the book and video text. Then, they will each create word document in which they construct a Venn diagram to illustrate their discussion. After they are done, they will find a picture on the internet through Google (web setting are changed to “safe” mode) where they will copy a picture associated with the book or movie and paste under the Venn diagram. They will be required to cite where they got the picture from, as we are also learning how to correctly cite this information for future papers.

Next, the children will get to explore Into the Wardrobe website. Here they will see information on the author, CS Lewis, miscellaneous facts about the book series, and updated news and projects centered on the book series. Students will be asked to leave one comment in the public forum on this website. They will participate in a public conversation on where they first heard about the book, and what it means to them. The students will read other people’s posts, and discuss with their partner. 

The students will be encouraged to explore the website, and to discuss with their partner their findings on the website. The students will complete a mini-assignment from the website for their daily journal entry, and then create a second word document in which they write a letter to Lewis and reflect on four unique facts they discovered about him or the book from the website.

Grouping:

Students will be grouped in pairs for this project. They will watch the video clips together, and can discuss how they will both create and illustrate their Venn diagrams. The pair will also explore Into the Wardrobe website together. 

Rationale:

Both my dependent and independent readers will get a chance to broaden their knowledge of background information associated with their book. Students will get to see first-hand how technology can be a useful tool that is integrated into our everyday learning, and this will be a good visual aide to my dependent readers who struggle to see the characters and story line in their head. Also, this will be a great way for students to demonstrate their learning to me, in a diverse way.

Websites used:

http://www.youtube.com/user/HeathenMaiden#p/u/62/o5wVZZ2UUNM

http://www.youtube.com/user/HeathenMaiden#p/u/61/Rg5zRMnfxuw
 http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word-help/create-a-venn-diagram-HA010335959.aspx
http://www.google.com
http://cslewis.drzeus.net
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
Technology Project

 Name: __________________________________________________

Directions: Go to: www.youtube.com
Look up these two videos:

http://www.youtube.com/user/HeathenMaiden#p/u/62/o5wVZZ2UUNM
http://www.youtube.com/user/HeathenMaiden#p/u/61/Rg5zRMnfxuw
*Remember to keep your headphones on, please be quiet for other students watching the clips

· After you are done watching the videos, pull up a blank Microsoft word document.

· Create a Venn diagram, write two unique traits about the book and movie clips, write similarities.

· You may change colors, your font, etc. We’ve already learned how to create a diagram, but if you have forgotten a step, please go to this website: http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/word-help/create-a-venn-diagram-HA010335959.aspx
· Let’s work on our copy and paste skills! Find a picture from the internet (use www.google.com) Type in: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. Once you have chosen your image, copy and paste under your venn diagram (example shown, attached) *Please be sure to cite your source under your picture!
· On the next page under your venn diagram, we will be writing a letter to CS Lewis. Please go to: www. http://cslewis.drzeus.net/ (--- This is a neat website that gives you a little bit more information about our author.

· Click on the tab “News” Click on “Happy Birthday Narnia” Please post the short trailer clip. Then, post how you first heard about Narnia, and what it means to you. People from all over the world are contributing their story! **Please make sure to post under your screen name, DO NOT USE YOUR OWN NAME

· Write a one page letter to CS Lewis, listing at least 3 interesting facts you learned from this website. You may include clip art, work with your font, and color (please make sure both are legible). Please remember to include proper spelling, punctuation, and the correct greeting and ending of a letter

· Save your document as: lastname_techproject E-mail this to me: hernan43@schoolisd.org
· Briefly discuss Into the Wardrobe website with your group. Create a list of interesting facts in your journal entry for today
Name:______________________________________

Date:_______________________________________

EXAMPLE:

[image: image3.png]Movie

Same .o




[image: image4.png]R ccsctann)





Source:  http://media.lunch.com/d/d7/233829.jpg?2

December 1, 2011

Dear Mr. Lewis,

Examples to write about

* Give reasons why you liked the illustrations on the website

*Reflect on the Chronicles of Narnia quote of the day. What does it mean to you?

*The book recently celebrated a Birthday

*Talk about the latest news of the Chronicles of Narnia series

Regards,

Ms. Hernandez
Part 7: Assessments

Students will be assessed through a variety of factors. They will have an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of the content through individual assignments (will include journal reflections and post-it notes), partner assignments, group assignments, and class discussions. 


Throughout the lesson, students will be doing several activities that they will be keeping in a file in the classroom. They will be presenting a portfolio for a grade upon completion of reading the book. They will be required to turn in the following pieces: all journal entries and post-it notes, and three assignments of their choosing from the before, during, and after reading activities. They will also write at least two paragraphs on what they enjoyed learning during the reading of the text.


While the portfolio will be a major grade, I will also refer back to my personal notes while making observations during their partner, group, and class discussions. Another way the student will be assessed is a personal conference meeting with me. We will go through their portfolio together. I will ask them why they chose the pieces they did, and ask questions to ensure they are drawing connections between the book and their assignments within their portfolio. This will give me an additional opportunity to make suggestions or allow them to ask me any questions they may have. While I am meeting with students during their conference meeting, the class will be broken up into groups where they will discuss their portfolio, finish any last minute revisions, and collaboratively work with another to make sure their portfolio meets the rubric requirement.

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
Portfolio Rubric

	Objective:
	1
	2
	3

	Portfolio includes all required pieces
	Portfolio is missing two or more required assignments
	Portfolio is missing one assignment
	Portfolio includes all required pieces

	Student demonstrates ability to draw inferences based on their background knowledge and context clues within text
	No inferences are indicated or are not sufficient enough to analyze
	 Inferences are made, but one or more inferences may need to be more clear
	Student demonstrates ability to draw two or more inferences and is able to cite specific info in the text to back up their inferences

	Participation in group assignments
	Student has shown evidence of very little or no participation in group projects
	Student has shown evidence of participation, but more participation is needed for student to demonstrate their ability to collaborate with peers
	Student has shown evidence of participation in group activities

	Illustration/Creativity
	Portfolio has no illustrated cover or pages
	 Portfolio has very little illustrations
	Portfolio has been illustrated

	Portfolio Reflection Page
	Student does not demonstrate connections to the text
	Student makes two or less connection to the text
	Student uses at least 3 examples of demonstrating connections to the text

	GRADE:
	
5 or less points:

Unsatisfactory
	6-10 Points:

Satisfactory
	10 or more points:

Great


Part 8: Reflection
Throughout this course I learned several different strategies in which to present literacy in the classroom. I learned that it is very important to be conscious of both the independent and dependent reader, and how you can create activities that have both types of readers collaborate with one another. I also learned how to do both formal and informal assessments in the classroom. There are many ways you can track student’s progress (journal entries, post-it notes reflections, fun web searches) that allows you to see the strengths and weaknesses in student’s progress, and helps me to gauge how I as a teacher can fill in those gaps.

I have gained a greater strength in thinking of out-of- the- box fun activities that student’s can do and ones they would not easily get bored with. My weaknesses would probably be thinking of more strategies my dependent readers could do in order to make sure they have a firm grasp on the content. I don’t think you can ever have too many activities that would cater to various learning styles. I look forward to researching this aspect further.

Overall, I really enjoyed this opportunity to walk through a lesson plan and take it one step at a time. This was a great strategy for me, as it didn’t overwhelm me for my first time. I look forward to doing more literacy lesson plans in the future, and challenging myself to use a wide range of appropriate genre to use in the classroom, and to engage students in the exciting world of literacy!












