

INFORMATION GATHERING WORKSHEET
Prior to IEP Meeting  
Student Name: ____Sara Wilcox_____________________________
Completed By: __AlexisHernandez__________________________________ Date: _4/15/12______________
This form is used during routine assessment to identify Performance Areas in which the student is having difficulty.  Once a Performance Area(s) has been identified, please use the Resource Guide to determine potential accommodations/modifications, and/or AT solutions, which may be tried in the classroom during the Information Gathering phase of the decision-making process.

	SUBJECT
	PERFORMANCE AREA
	Area of

Strength
	Area of

Concern
	Task of Concern
	Potential Accommodations/

Modifications
	Potential

Assistive Technology Solutions

	Math 
	Calculation: Does the student have a hard time handling math ‘manipulatives’, or understanding basic calculation concepts?
	· 
	
	
	
	

	Language Arts
	Reading:  Does the student read at a lower level than his/her peers or struggle with the written word?
	
	· 
	Experiences frustration with reading print materials from textbooks and other materials out loud

	Provide the student with noise canceling headphones. Allow the student to sit with a partner elsewhere in the classroom or outside the hallway while classes are in session to have a quieter place to read.
	· Give the student noise canceling headphones

· Put reading material on audiotape, tablet/computer, so student can read along with headphones

	Language Arts
	Spelling:  Does the student spell at a lower level than his/her peers or experience difficulties with spelling strategies?
	
	· 
	Students completes writing assignments with frequently misspelled words
	Create a word wall for the student so they can become familiar with frequently used vocabulary words.
	· Allow student to complete writing assignments on computer and to use automatic spell checker
· Record frequently misspelled words on a tape recorder, and ask parents of students to study the words with the student at home.

· Create fun writing assignments that the student can make up using the frequently misspelled words from the word wall

	Language Arts/

Science/

Social Studies
	Compose Written Material:  Does the student have difficulty composing written material in the classroom and/or at home?
	
	· 
	Student experiences frustration when having to write longer, complex paragraphs.

	· Give student a longer time to complete the writing assignment
· Provide student with a simple example to help brainstorm ideas and break down the writing process
	· Allow the student to use outlining/brainstorming software (Don Johnston)
· Allow the student to use Dragon Naturally Speaking to speak the story instead of writing it.

	Language Arts/

Science/

Social Studies
	Mechanics of Writing:  Does the student have difficulty producing legible written work in the classroom and/or at home?
	
	· 
	Student has difficulty completing essay-response questions on quizzes and exams. 


	· Student will be allowed to utilize oral dictation as alternative writing
	· Student will be able to utilize speech recognition software to compose their exam essays

	All Subjects
	Computer Access:  Does the student have difficulty accessing or controlling the computer through a standard keyboard or mouse?
	· 
	
	
	
	

	N/A
	Activities of Daily Living: Does the student have difficulty performing basic self care tasks? 
	· 
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	SUBJECT
	PERFORMANCE AREA
	Area of

Strength
	Area of

Concern
	Task of Concern
	Accommodations/

Modifications
	Assistive Technology Solution

	N/A
	Transition to Adult Life:  Does or will the student have difficulty adjusting to adult life related to a job, post-secondary education and/or a living environment?
	
	· 
	· Student experiences difficulty with mult-step tasks
· Student gets easily frustrated and has poor communication skills in explaining her frustrations, acts out verbally

· Student has poor time management


	· Tasks should had reduced complexity

· Student will be given a longer time period to complete tasks, and frequent breaks

· Teacher, aids, IEP team, parents will model appropriate behavior skills and will work with student to exhibit positive communication
	· Student will given a StepPAD (a cognitive support tool that helps people to break down multi-step tasks by recording directions, and having each direction played back separately. 

· Student will be given a digital assistant to help remind them when assignments are due

· Student will be encouraged to keep a journal via computer to express their feelings of frustration during certain situations during the day. Student will record the time, location, and event that triggered the emotions. 

	All Subjects
	Study and Organizational Skills:  Does the student have difficulty mastering and applying good study and organizational skills?
	
	· 
	Student fails to remember assignments

	· Teachers will e-mail assignments as a reminder to the student and parent
· As an additional measure, teacher’s aid will assist student in recording assignment deadlines on to a tape recorder or voice memo on the student’s phone
	· The student (with assistance of teacher/teacher’s aide) will help to record assignment tasks and deadlines into an electronic organizer/personal digital assistant on to the student’s smart phone
· A copy of the recording will also be sent automatically to the parent’s e-mail as additional reinforcement.

	ALL SUBJECTS

	Communication: Does the student have difficulty communicating verbally or through the written word?
	
	· 
	Student experiences difficulty in communicating both verbally and through the written word
	· Allow Additional response time

· Allow the student to type their responses vs writing in long hand
	· Student will be able to use oral dictation software

· Student can use communication book or tablet when seeking to communicate with someone

	ALL SUBJECTS
	Vision:  Does the student have difficulty seeing standard size print or print contrast combinations?  Does the student have any difficulties with vision?
	
	· 
	Student has difficulty reading from the whiteboard/smart board at the front of the classroom

	· Allow student to sit wherever they are comfortable and can see, up front
· Enlarge font on the smart board

· Provide student with a copy of notes and outlines
	· Provide the classroom with a larger digital time clock at the front of the classroom so the student can see
· Adjust the font size on the smart board
· Allow student to use tablet hooked up with smart board, so student can view from their own desk for less strain on their eyes

	ALL SUBJECTS
	Hearing:  Does the student have difficulty hearing in the classroom and/or any other educational environment?
	
	· 
	· Student is sensitive to sound

· Student experiences frustration when trying to work independently to complete assigned tasks, cites noise as being a factor


	· Allow student to move desk away from noise and distraction
· Set up tennis balls on bottom of desks, chairs, to elevate sound
	· Student will be provided with noise-canceling headphones 

	ALL SUBJECTS
	Seating, Positioning and Mobility:  Does the student have difficulty moving around or transitioning within the school environment because of poor positioning or mobility?
	· 
	
	
	
	

	ALL SUBJECTS
	Listening and Attending:  Does the student have a difficult time with focusing and attending to written or spoken directions, questions and/or instruction?
	
	· 
	· Fails to follow verbal directions most of the time
· Covers ears and gets agitated when asked to answer comprehension question from video clips/or readings


	· Repeat instructions/questions and allow the student to answer verbally or with a tablet/communication book
· Minimize distractions, allow student to choose seat close to wherever activity is taking place
	· Give student more than one option to communicate when asked a question- they can answer through communication book, tablet, dictation software, etc.
· Make sure video clips are close captioned, and student is provided with noise-canceling headphones
· Lectures/notes will be e-mailed to the student utilizing a Power Point presentation. Student will have options to verbally hear the lesson, and can pause/repeat lecture for further clarification whenever needed
· Student will receive color-coded schedules, and assignments via their e-mail and will have their digital organizer updated with weekly reminders of assignments due

	N/A
	Recreation and Leisure:  Does the student have difficulty participating in recreational and extracurricular activities?
	
	· 
	Student does not interact socially with others, but prefers to listen to play their instrument (clarinet) or read a book by themselves. 

	· Will utilize peer assistances in classroom/teacher’s aide to model social mini-activities/games and lessons
	· Student will be encouraged (but will not be mandatory) to interact with others by showing members in their learning community what musical instruments they like to play, or what genre of reading they prefer---
Student can demonstrate with adaptive musical instruments, teach other students how to use an electronic reader such as an IPAD, NOOK, etc.


	ALL SUBJECTS
	Behavior:  Does the student’s challenging behavior interfere with his/her education and/or the education of others?
	
	· 
	· Verbalizes feelings inappropriately through slapping desk, or hitting themselves
· Fails to follow verbal prompts most of the time

	· Student will be shown examples of model behavior through encouragement of group collaborations
· Directions will be given in a variety of ways (both oral and written)

· Student will be allowed frequent breaks so as to not become overly stimulated and frustrated
	· Student will be given digital vibrating timer to remind them of breaks to take a rest
· Student will be asked to write or illustrate feelings if they cannot verbally communicate their frustrations. 

· Student will be given noise-blocking devices for less distraction

· Directions will be typed out and handed to the student, as well as repeated several times to ensure student understands. The teacher teacher’s aide will also present a model (through digital form) or verbally describe the expectations during non-test taking times for further reinforcement. Verbal models will be recorded so student can go back later and play back if needed.
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