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GRADE: 1st
SUBJECT/S:
Social Studies
LESSON & UNIT TOPIC: Abraham Lincoln (Leadership Unit)
TIME FRAME: 30 minutes
NJCCCS AND COMMON CORE INDICATOR(S): 

· 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities.
· 6.1.4.A.10 Describe how the actions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and other civil rights leaders served as catalysts for social change and inspired social activism in subsequent generations.
· 6.1.4.D.6 Describe the civic leadership qualities and historical contributions of George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and Benjamin Franklin toward the development of the United States government. 
ENDURING UNDERSTANDING: 

· I want my students to understand the background of President’s Day and Abraham Lincoln.
ESSENTIAL QUESTION(S): 

· Why do we celebrate President’s Day?

· What contributions did Abraham Lincoln make to our country?

LESSON OUTCOMES 

Content Outcome: 
The students will learn about leadership traits and why we celebrate Abraham Lincoln on President’s Day.
Performance Outcome: Students will draw connections to Abraham Lincoln being a leader and will write four sentences about him being honest. They will also illustrate their sentences.
CONTENT SUMMARY AND BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE: 
The content of this lesson will show students how a President portrayed leadership traits. The background knowledge that the teacher will need to know is why we celebrate President’s Day and background knowledge on Abraham Lincoln.

ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT LEARNING: 

Students will have the opportunity to show what they learned from the book being read aloud and through writing and illustrating qualities of “Honest Abe.”
CONNECTIONS: 
· prior learning- Students will expound on their prior knowledge of Presidents and qualities that a leader has.
· content and instruction in other subject areas- Students will draw connections to reading and writing.
TEACHER RESOURCES: 

· Abraham Lincoln (A great President, a Great American) by: Violet Findley Copyright 2007 Scholastic

· Honest Abe Worksheet (via Teacherspayteachers.com)

LIST OF STUDENT MATERIALS: 

· Pencil

· Crayons

LEARNING EXPERIENCE
STEP-BY-STEP PROCEDURE: List in sequence the steps of this lesson, from beginning to end. Lessons should describe, in the sequence below, each of the following six parts of the lesson.   

· Hook –   I will start by telling the students that another holiday will be coming up in a few days and I will ask them what it is. I will explain that on President’s Day, we honor many of our Presidents who made a large contribution to our country. I will ask them if they have ever heard of “Honest Abe.” I will tell them that Honest Abe was actually named Abraham Lincoln, who was our 16th president. I will then call tables to the rug so that I can read them a short story on Abraham Lincoln.
· Teaching of Content – 
· I will read the students a short story on Abraham Lincoln. While I am reading, I will briefly ask them questions to get them focused on certain qualities that Abraham had or what he did as a good leader
· After reading the book, I will have the students return to their desks. I will ask them to tell me qualities that a good leader has. I will ask them questions such as, “Give me an example of a good leaders,” “Are all leaders adults,” “What can we do like Abraham Lincoln did in order to make our country a better place?” 

· Finally, students will be asked to write four sentences that describe honest Abe. I will reflect on what I read from the book and our discussion. 

· Checking for Understanding –

Through the answers from my questions, I will be to assess whether or not the students understand the qualities of a good leader that Abraham Lincoln possessed. 
· Guided Practice –. 

· Independent Practice – Students will have an opportunity to model what they have learned through writing and illustrating their four sentences. 

· This portion of the lesson will help learners through differentiated learning by having me read a story, seeing a visual with bullet points from our discussion, and getting to show two ways they understood the content of the lesson- writing and illustrating.
· Closure –  I will briefly call on a couple of students to read at least one of their sentences. 
