Designing a 504 Plan 

Rowan University- College of Education- Department of Special Education Services/Instruction

Differentiated Instruction in Inclusive Classrooms
Instructions

Throughout this course we will be discussing different strategies that are useful for students who have a 504 Plan. (Refer to information in Resources Area of the Online Course for web links and more information).  You will be presented with a student profile and then required to design appropriate modifications that will help the student participate in the regular education setting. It is important to remember when designing this 504 plan, that it is not what is EQUAL, but what is equitable. 
Complete the charts provided below in this MS Word document (save your edits using Save As… to your computer) to the best of your ability. Submit your completed and saved 504 Assignment document as a file attachment to the 504 Assignment Drop Box.  It is critical when reading the student profile to identify and list the student’s strengths and weaknesses. Next, list the academic/social concerns. This will help you design appropriate modifications in Part E. It should be noted that it is NOT necessary to fill in all of the accommodation blocks. However, your accommodations should be relevant to the student and meaningful as they relate to class instruction. 
Since most students with 504 plans are entitled to standardized and non-standardized test accommodations, Part F will require that you state specific testing accommodations. The presentation will require you to state how the test is presented. For example, should the test be orally read to the student? Should the test be broken down into portions? The response section requires you to specifically state how the student is to respond to the test prompts/questions. For example, does the student need assistive technology to respond? Does the student need someone to scribe the answers? Last, the timing and scheduling section will require that you state if the student needs extra time? Does the student take the test within the regular education setting or in a separate setting? Please note all or none of these accommodations may apply. Perhaps, this student does not need a change in all three of these areas. Use the student’s individual needs to guide your decisions. 
Part G requires signatures and is a formality of the 504 plan. Use pseudo names to complete this section.  We will be discussing the 504 plan and it’s components in lecture and discussion format throughout the 8 week semester. Reading about a 504 plan on the websites provided will help you complete this assignment. If you have any questions regarding this assignment, please contact the course instructor.
	PART I:  Understanding a Student’s Unique Strengths and Needs 


When a team is considering a 504 plan for a student, the first step is always to comprehensively understand his or her past experiences and current performance.  You will simulate this process using the following brief educational history of Bob Earle, a twelve-year old sixth grade student enrolled at “We Are So Smart” Middle School.   

Bob entered kindergarten in 1999.  According to all the available records, he had a very successful year.  His teacher indicated that he was motivated, creative, and social.  In first grade, Bob’s teacher began to notice that he had difficulty maintaining attention during some class activities, especially those that involved reading and multi-step directions.  

A similar pattern was observed by Bob’s second grade teacher, so multiple conferences were held with Bob’s mother and step-father (Mrs. & Mr. Cirelli) and his father (Mr. Earle).  Towards the end of the year, Bob’s pediatrician diagnosed him with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder- Predominantly Inattentive Type (formerly known as A.D.D.) and prescribed a low dose of Ritalin to help him focus in class.  Bob’s parents did not think the medication made any difference in his performance or behavior, but they agreed to continue it for third grade.   

During the beginning of third grade, Bob’s parents worked with his pediatrician to try a number of medication options.  However, they ultimately elected to discontinue that route of treatment, because they felt the benefits did not outweigh the side effects Bob experienced.  At the end of third grade, Bob was reading at second-grade level and was starting to exhibit frustration and apathy towards school.  


In fourth grade, Bob’s teacher referred him to the Child Study Team because he was still having trouble paying attention in class and completing his assignments.  After multiple meetings, the Child Study Team determined that Bob was not eligible to receive special education services.  Instead, they recommended he participate in an intensive phonics-based reading program.           


Fifth grade was an extremely successful year for Bob.  He continued to receive supplemental reading instruction and was on grade level in both reading and math by the end of the year.  Bob’s teacher found that he responded well to a number of positive behavioral interventions (e.g., frequent praise, a peer tutor, having classroom responsibilities, and a behavioral contract for work completion).  Bob’s parents attribute his success to an “extremely understanding and accommodating” teacher.  Bob described fifth grade as being “Right up my alley!”  However, he also said he was nervous his new middle school teachers wouldn’t be able to “figure me out.”   


It is now October of sixth grade.  Bob has six classes each day, and is experiencing difficulty in all of them except art and physical education.  Mr. & Mrs. Cirelli and Mr. Earle just attended their second parent conference, where they were told that Bob arrives late to class and frequently forgets his books and materials.  He regularly forgets to write down his homework, even though it is written on the board.  They also explained that he has difficulty completing class assignments and has recently started to just put his head down rather than attempt something.   They also explained that he consistently will not finish a test in the amount of time that is given.  In contrast to that description, Bob’s art teacher said that he is doing a terrific job in her class and he appears to be a “natural artist.”  She said he actively participates during “hands-on” activities and that he is a leader for cooperative group work.  Mr. & Mrs. Cirelli explained that it is a daily battle to get Bob to go to school in the morning.  They also indicated that Bob is spending four or five hours a night in his room doing homework, so they are very puzzled about why it is not being turned in.  They are very concerned about his academic success as well as his self-esteem.       
	PART I:  Understanding a Student’s Unique Strengths and Needs


	(Section A)  Bob’s Strengths

	-Student actively participates in hands on activities
-Student exemplifies leadership within a group setting and works cooperatively with others

-Student excels in the subjects of art & physical education.



	(Section B)  Bob’s Needs

	-Student needs help maintaining attention during class and activities
-Student needs prompts and assistance in following directions that are multi-step

-Student needs additional tutoring in reading to ensure he is on grade reading level
-Student needs positive reinforcement and encouragement

-Students needs assistance in remembering homework assignment and project deadlines

-Tests will need to be restructured for student so that he can complete them.



	PART II:  Writing a 504 Plan


	(Section A)  Background Information

	Student Name: Bob Earle                                                                                         Date of Birth: 2-15-1999
School: We Are So Smart M.S.                                                                               Grade:  Sixth
	Today’s Date: 6/1/11

         Initial Plan                           Updated Plan 

	(Section B)  Participants

	Name
	Position / Title
	Name
	Position / Title

	1.Ms. Hernandez
	Teacher
	5. Mr. Earle
	Parent/Father

	2.Mrs. Spencer
	Teacher’s Aide
	6. Ms. Evans
	School Counselor

	3.Mrs. Cirelli
	Parent/Mother
	7. Mr. Brookheart
	Reading Specialist

	4.Mr. Cirelli
	Parent/Stepfather
	8. Anita Farley
	504 Case Manager

	(Section C)  Determination of Need

	Describe the student’s impairment / impairments:

Physical:

Mental / Psychological: Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder- Predominately Inattentive type
Supporting documentation: Diagnosed in Second grade from Pediatrician. Prescribed with low dose of Ritalin to help him focus in class. Has since been taken off the medication.


	Identify the major life activity/activities that are substantially limited by the impairment:

Learning:                                                        Caring for oneself:                                                        Performing manual tasks:                                            
Walking:                                                           Seeing:                                                                            Hearing:                                                            
Speaking:                                                          Breathing:                                                                     Working:
Supporting documentation:

	(Section D)  Description of Concern(s):

	Bob was doing extremely well last year in fifth grade. He had improved in almost every subject and was showing enthusiasm and was willing to participate in every class. While he still maintains this behavior and learning style in areas such as art & physical education, he is having a hard time concentrating in many of his other classes and his grades have not improved throughout the marking periods. Bob has expressed his concern and frustration that he experiences while in school. The concern is that he needs to be given positive reinforcement, additional supplemental resources, and outlets that help to ensure he experiences less frustration within the classroom.


	(Section E)  Instructional Accommodations

	 Accommodation / Intervention
	Location
	Personnel Responsible
	Evaluation Methods & Frequency 

	Provide seating options to the student. Seat the student in close proximity to the teacher/teacher’s aide to avoid distraction.

	Classroom
	Ms. Hernandez & Mrs. Spencer
	Evaluation method will be utilized when student is seen being distracted.

Frequency will be utilized as often as needed.

	Allow Bob to work with Mr. Brookheart, Reading Specialist. Bob will receive supplemental instruction for 45 minutes after school, three days a week.

	Reading Resource Center
	Mr. Brookheart

Mr & Mrs. Cirelli

Mr. Earle 

(Parents to make sure Bob is present for additional resources after school)
	Bob has been evaluated for reading, and he is one grade behind on reading level.

Frequency of supplemental reading instruction will take place for six weeks. Bob will be evaluated again, and if he needs additional instruction for a longer period of time, he will be able to receive it.

	Provide a checklist for students and parents to record assignments of completed tasks. Ms. Hernandez will e-mail all required homework and important project deadlines to the parents on a weekly basis.

	N/A
	Ms. Hernandez
	It has been evaluated that Bob frequently forgets to write down homework assignments and important dates. Ms. Hernandez has kept a record of the times Bob has failed to turn in an assignment.

Frequency of accommodation will continue throughout the end of the school year.

	
	
	
	

	Student will be provided with counseling and   parents/teachers will received feedback on areas needing improvement


	Counselor’s office
	Ms. Evans
	It has been evaluated that Bob needs counseling and positive reinforcement as he does not want to attend school, and often shows frustrations in class by putting head down.

Frequency of accommodation will continue take place twice a week for two months, and then will be reevaluated at the end of the two months.

	Grading for student will be based on content, and not neatness of presentation
Ms. Hernandez will provide a check list for Bob on assignments, and use simpler and concrete steps when explaining a lesson and assignment
Mrs. Spencer will work one on one with individual to ensure all of his assignments are finished on time, and are completed.

	Classroom
	Ms. Hernandez & Mrs. Spencer
	It has been evaluated that Bob does not often complete assignments. Bob’s parents have stressed he spends hours on assignments yet does not complete them.

Frequency of accommodation will continue throughout the end of the year.

	(Section E Continued)  Instructional Accommodations

	 Accommodation / Intervention
	Location
	Personnel Responsible
	Evaluation Methods & Frequency 

	Allow Bob to work in a group setting and encourage him to help other students within the group. 

	Classroom
	Ms. Hernandez & Mrs. Spencer
	It has been evaluated that Bob exemplifies leadership when working within a group setting. 

Frequency of accommodation will occur when student is stressed or experiencing frustration when completing a class project. 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	(Section F)  Testing Accommodations 

	Presentation:

Testing will be presented into several administrations so that the student does not experience frustration & fatigue. 


	Response:

The student should follow normal procedures in regards to answering questions on a test. This will be reevaluated in the future if it is deemed not acceptable.


	Timing and Scheduling:

The student will be allowed an extra half hour on exams and quizzes, and tests will be given at the beginning of the day in order to avoid stress or frustration for the student.


	Setting:

Testing will  take place under the supervision of Mrs. Spencer in a separate classroom across the hallway from Ms. Hernandez’s classroom, so that the

Student can complete test without the distraction of his peers.


	(Section G)  Dates & Signatures

	Implementation:  From     February 2, 2011                                                          to  June 16, 2011
	Review Date: April 4, 2011

	504 Case Manager Signature: Anita Farley

	Administrator Signature: Bill Whitmore

	Parent / Legal Guardian Signature: Mr. & Mrs C Cirelli    Mr. Earle

	Student Signature (if appropriate): Bob Earle


Design a 504 Plan Rubric     
Differentiated Instruction in Inclusive Classrooms
	Component
	Exceeds Expectations
	Meets Expectations
	Does Not Meet Expectations

	Part I: A & B


	Many insightful strengths and needs are described.


	Many relevant strengths and needs are identified. 


	Many relevant strengths and / or needs are not identified.



	Part II:

A, B, C, D & G


	Not Applicable


	Sections A, B, C, D and G are properly completed. 

Sections A, B, C and G demonstrate an understanding of federal law and information in the case study.   

Information provided in Section D concisely and accurately summarizes the important information related to concerns with Bob. 


	Sections A, B, C, D and/or G are incomplete. 

Sections A, B, C and/or G do not demonstrate an understanding of federal law and/or information in the case study.

Information in Section D does not concisely and/or accurately summarize the important information related to concerns with Bob.



	Part II: E


	Multiple, insightful accommodations are identified.  All corresponding information is complete and realistic.

Information provided in Section E reflects a comprehensive and advanced understanding of federal law and information provided in the case study.


	Multiple, appropriate accommodations are identified. All corresponding information is complete and realistic.  

Information provided in Section E reflects an adequate understanding of federal law and information provided in the case study.


	Multiple, appropriate accommodations are not identified.  All corresponding information is not complete and/or realistic.

Information provided in Section E does not reflect an accurate understanding of federal law and/or information provided in the case study.



	Part II: F


	Insightful accommodations related to presentation, response, timing/scheduling, and setting are identified. 

Information provided in Section F reflects a comprehensive and advanced understanding of federal law and information provided in the case study.


	Appropriate accommodations related to presentation, response, timing/scheduling, and setting are identified.   

Information provided in Section F reflects an understanding of federal law and information provided in the case study.


	Appropriate accommodations related to presentation, response, timing/scheduling, and/or setting are not identified.   

Information provided in Section F does not reflect an understanding of federal law and/or information provided in the case study.




